IARA Names New Director

C

handler Lighty, director of the Indiana Historical Bureau was
appointed Executive Director of the Indiana Archives and Records
Administration. He will begin his duties in late August. Some of the Bureau’s
accomplishments during his tenure include: quadrupling the number of
state historical markers installed annually; working with members of the
General Assembly on legislation to task the Bureau with conducting an
oral history of the Legislature; overseeing the creation of an award-winning
podcast, “Talking Hoosier History;” and strengthening the Bureau’s
relationship with the Indiana State Library, including management of the
Library’s digitized newspaper collection, Hoosier State Chronicles, and
supporting legislation that made the Bureau a division of the Library.
Before coming to the Bureau, Chandler was project manager for Hoosier
State Chronicles, which won the Indiana Historical Society’s Outstanding
Bicentennial Collaborative Project in 2015. Also, in 2015, his Indiana
Magazine of History article that reexamined the origins of basketball in
Indiana won the Thornbrough Award. From 2008-2011, he worked for the
Papers of Abraham Lincoln, where he conducted full-time research at the
U.S. National Archives for the Springfield, Illinois-based project.
A native of Crawfordsville, Chandler earned a M.A. in American History from Miami University. He
lives three miles from the State Archives in Irvington with his wife, Elisabeth, and their two sons, Everett
(5) and Quill (2).

Chandler

From the President - Noraleen A. Young
Hello! I hope you are having a great summer. While some things slow down, the FISA board has been busy.
Here at FISA (Friends of the Indiana State Archives) and IARA (Indiana Archives and Records
Administration), there have been several changes. First for FISA, Stephen Towne, after many years of serving as
FISA president, has stepped down. I want to thank him for his leadership over the years. We won’t be losing his
wise counsel, as he will continue to serve on the board.
Secondly, we mark the retirement of State Archivist, Jim Corridan. Read more about his service in this
newsletter. The board is grateful for his leadership of the State Archives and wishes him well.
For the FISA board itself, we are continuing to work on the tasks that we assigned ourselves after our December
2017 Strategic Planning session. Among those tasks, was the establishment of working groups for social media/
communication, membership, governance, and the new building. We have begun the process to thoughtfully
consider and provide guidance to the board in these areas. The social media/communication group has provided
an outline for FISA’s communication strategy and recommendations for using our voice to advocate for IARA.
The governance group is reviewing our constitution and bylaws to bring them up to date.

From the President - Noraleen A. Young (cont.)
The membership group is looking into how to grow and strengthen the membership
and finally, the new building group is continuing to monitor developments related to a
new archive building.
While the board is busy working on strengthening FISA, we need your help. Follow
us on social media or volunteer for one of the workgroups. Volunteer at the archives
or “virtually” volunteer via the WWI project detailed in this newsletter. Let your state
representatives know about the importance and value of the Archives. And finally, I want
to hear from you. Reach out to me at info@friendsofisa.org and share your thoughts
about FISA. I look forward to hearing from you.

New Volunteer Opportunity!

Noraleen

The Indiana Archives has an exciting new volunteer opportunity.
Our Virtual Volunteer program allows anyone to access the Archives’
collections remotely and volunteer anytime they want.
Our first Virtual Volunteer project is designed to coincide with
the centennial of World War I. The service record cards of Hoosier
veterans have been scanned and uploaded to FromThePage.com.
Volunteers from all over the country are helping create a searchable
index by transcribing the information on each card. So far, there are
65 Virtual Volunteers and they have transcribed 13,670 pages!
service record card
One of the most rewarding aspects of this project has been discovering more about Indiana’s
veterans, especially during this centennial period. We have indexed the cards of 16-year-old soldiers alongside
45-year-old soldiers. We have seen countless soldiers from the same hometowns and families. Our veterans
come from all over the state – many of them from rural parts. Many of them were born in other countries,
including Turkey, Italy, Russia, Ireland, and more. One volunteer even found her own great grandfather.
This project is off to a great start, but there are thousands of cards left to index! If you are interested in
helping, visit https://fromthepage.com/indianaarchives/indiana-wwi-service-record-cards and sign up for a
free account. We have been so fortunate to have many dedicated volunteers who come to the Archives each
week to work on projects, and we’re excited to offer an opportunity to people who don’t have that option.
Maybe you know someone who lives too far away to come to the Archives. Or maybe you have a crazy
schedule and never know when you might have a few minutes of free time. Maybe you already volunteer at
the Archives and just can’t get enough! Whatever the reason, please check out FromThePage.com and join us
in commemorating our Hoosier veterans.

War History Records
After the 1916 Indiana Centennial Celebration, the Indiana Historical Commission
sought another purpose for their organization. The World War had already begun. The
commission contacted states to see what they were doing about the history that was
happening. They received 33 replies including the Territory of Hawaii. The respondents
were all collecting war history. Indiana began to collect war history too.
The Historical Commission organized the effort to gather the history for Indiana.
They contacted county, local historical societies and communities in general. In 1919,
the Commission sent out statewide press releases encouraging communities to begin
the process of gathering data for a state war history resource.

To Have Complete War History- excerpt originally published: June 6, 1919 Waynetown, Ind, Dispatch
Indiana will have a war history which not only will give a complete and true
record of the work of the state as a whole but will tell of the war activities of each
of the ninety-two counties in the state, according to plans now being formulated.
Governor James P. Goodrich has announced he will confer the new future
with Harlow Lindley, of Richmond, secretary of the Indiana State Historical
Commission, concerning the plans for such a war history. After the conference it
is expected details of the plan will be worked out rapidly. The governor has issued
a statement to all war agencies of every character in Indiana and in the various
counties, urging them to preserve intact all records, photographs and other
materials that might be of value in throwing light on war activities, Unless such
records more or less complete at the present time are preserved intact, the governor
says, it will be almost impossible for whatever organization that finally takes up the
task of compiling the history to make sure progress. He urged the various agencies
connected with the war work to keep from unofficial collectors, and commercial
history men war data and records, which are original in character, and of which
there are no copies.
In June 1919, the Commission announced the appointment of William Herschell,
Indianapolis author, to collect war songs and war poems written by Indiana authors
to preserve them in the permanent records of the state. Newspapers and local war
history committees were urged to send copies of all the poems and songs written by
the people in their county dedicated to any phase of the World War.
Historical Commission director, John W. Oliver stated “It is a widely known fact
that Indiana men and women contributed more songs and poems that found their
way into the hearts of the American fighting men than any group of writers in the
Elmer Dennis Arnold, Chief
country. In the army camps, both in the United States and in Europe, and on the
Boatswain’s
Mate, Distinguished
transports and destroyers, the strains from Long Boy or the lines from “The Service
Service, Carmel, IN
Flag” “Mother is Doing her Bit” and other selections from Indiana writers could
be heard whenever a group of Yankees assembled.” Many of these works can be found and heard on the
Internet.
In 1921, the Indiana Historical Commission published the Gold Star War Honor Roll: A Record of
Indiana Men and Women who died in the service of the United States and the Allied Nations in the
World War, 1914-1918. The war dead are arranged county by county. The book was sent to Indiana
libraries and can be found typically in the reference departments. The original sixty-five bound volumes
were transferred from the Commission to the Indiana State Archives. The database is now searchable on
the Indiana Digital Archives (www.in.gov/iara/). It is also available electronically (https://archive.org/
details/goldstarhonorrol00indi).
The Commission continued to gather war records during the late 1920s and published, in 1932
Indiana Book of Merit: Official Individual Decorations and Commendations Awarded to Indiana Men
and Women for Services in the World War. The title was taken from an idea first suggested by George
Washington in 17892 when he established the first American decoration and a record of it in a “Book of
Merit.”
This database is also searchable on the Indiana Digital Archives (www.in.gov/iara/) and available
electronically http://www.ebookdownload.net/search/indiana-book-of-merit.

Friends of the Indiana State Archives Fund Intern
The Friends of the Indiana State
Archive funded the services of Caroline
Tucker, Princeton graduate and student
in a master’s program at the University of
Chicago. Tucker processed and created a
finding aid for Governor McNutt’s papers.
This project has been in the works for some
time but should be complete by the end of
summer.
As Tucker reviewed files from Knox
County, she happened upon two letters
from her great-grandfather Horace
Foncannon, who served as the County
Prosecutor, to Lieutenant Governor Townsend. Typed on his
stationary and signed by him, they were unexpected, treasured
finds in a collection with over 400 boxes of material!
As part of her employment she will create a blog that will
document her activities.
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On May 31, 2018, staff and guests gathered
to wish Jim Corridan well as he departed
from the State Archives effective June 1, 2018
to pursue future interests.
Jim served as Executive Director and State
Archivist for 12 years. Thank you, Jim, for
your dedication, leadership and service to the
Archives and FISA.
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We need your help!
FISA has several social media accounts we are using more frequently but we need your
help to follow, share, retweet, and like. It helps us become more widely known.
You can find FISA at:

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/indiana.archives/
Twitter https://twitter.com/INArcFriends
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/inarcfriends/

