Zero. Zilch. Nichts. Nada
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ero. Zilch. Nichts. Nada.
That’s what the Indiana
General Assembly did about
funding a new building for the
Indiana State Archives during the
session that ended this spring.
Credit (if that’s the correct word)
for this situation can be shared
widely.
If an historian were chronicling
the last couple years of the
State Archives saga, she would
highlight the great hopefulness
shared by many not long ago.
Progress was occurring. After our
prodding and encouragement,
the administration of Governor
Mike Pence pushed a new State
Archives building as part of
the 2016 Indiana Bicentennial
effort. The state hired architects
and engineers to begin planning
a new building. The governor
contacted Indiana University
about locating the Archives
building on the downtown
Indianapolis campus of Indiana
University-Purdue University
Indianapolis (IUPUI). Funding
for construction would come
from leasing cell towers located on
state-owned land around the state
to telecommunications companies.
The plan advanced.
But the governor took his eye off
the ball. Tapped to be a candidate

for Vice President of the United
States, he traveled the country
campaigning instead of staying at
home to try to win reelection. The
first problem cropped up when the
governor’s funding plan brought
forth loud complaints from Indiana
telecom companies that the lease
deal favored an Ohio competitor.
Responding to the protests, Pence’s
successor, Gov. Eric Holcomb, early
this year nixed the deal, thereby
eliminating the funding source for
the new building.
Then the new governor decided
not to ask the General Assembly
for funding for the Archives
building. The legislators, who two
years before had voted support for
building the State Archives, then
decided they had other matters to
worry about and dropped the issue
completely. Finally, the Trustees
of Indiana University took off the
table an agreement with the state
over a location.
No location. No funding. No
groundbreaking. No building.
All we have are the bills to pay
the architects, engineers, and
consultants the state hired.
This result has been
disappointing. We are exasperated
by the lack of follow-through and
consistency.
But we are not deterred from

our goal. We are planning for the
future. The Archives are still in
an unsafe “temporary” location.
The amount of records housed
there increases yearly. The citizens
of Indiana still need a new State
Archives building. It is our
responsibility to hold state officials
to their duty to protect the records
that preserve citizens’ rights and
privileges.

State Archivist Jim Corridan (right)
receives the historic photograph of the
1897 Indiana House of Representative
from State Representative Tom Saunders
who discovered it on E-Bay. The Friends
of the Indiana State Archives purchased
the photo since the Archives did not have
it in their collection. Representative
Saunders donated the shipping cost. The
State Archives re-matted and framed the
work. The fourth Black member of the
House, Gabriel Louis Jones from Marion
County is included in the photo.

Longtime volunteer retires!
In 1991 Anne Rodick walked into the Indiana State
Archives (then located in the basement of the Indiana
State Library) and offered to help. And help she did!!
She made the first survey of county records in the State
Archives.
At the end of 2016 she had contributed over 3,700 hours
of volunteer service. We believe that Anne’s middle name
is actually “Index.” She indexed the naturalization records
from over twenty Indiana counties. Those databases are
searchable online at the Indiana State Archives Web pages
(http://www.in.gov/digitalarchives).
In 2008, she was presented with the Governor’s Award
for Outstanding Contributions to the Preservation of
Indiana’s Historic Records. In 2017 she was presented with
an Indiana House of Representatives resolution honoring
her as a “Gold Star Volunteer.” The Friends of the Indiana
State Archives hardily agree.
After all those accolades, it’s important to mention that
she lives in Bloomington and has traveled to Indianapolis
to volunteer!! At an informal reception for Anne on
her last day, a list of her achievements was read and she
commented, “That’s impressive.” You bet!

Alan January, Director of Patron
Services offers congratulations to
Retiree Anne Rodick

Barbara Gibson, Dixie Coghill, Anne
Rodick, Erin Larson, John Warner are
some of the Wednesday volunteers

Counties Compiling History
The 1916 Centennial of Indiana Statehood prompted a great deal of interest in local history. Counties held
local pageants, parades, and publications and it didn’t end there. Many counties created historical societies
to collect and preserve their pioneer history. Our Archives records contain correspondence with the Indiana
Historical Commission and various counties asking for assistance. The Commission frequently sent Assistant
Director Lucy Elliott to work with local residents.
A newspaper article, August, 1922 Counties Compiling History stated:
“Thirty-eight of the ninety-two Indiana counties have organized County Historical Societies and in some
membership runs as high as 400 members. The impetus of the world war in drawing attention of Hoosiers to
the history of their own state has been responsible in great measure for an awakening of interest in historical
research in many counties, according to John W. Oliver, director of the Indiana Historical Commission. He
says the county historical societies are doing a great work in collecting, compiling and preserving the pioneer
records and other historical data in their respective counties. These thirty-eight societies just now are cooperating with the Indiana Historical Commission and the State Department of Conservation in making an

archeological and historical survey of Indiana, county by county.”
Oliver traveled to the Pioneer Meeting of the Marshall County Historical Club in 1923 and commented on
the passing of the school law compelling all eighth grade pupils to pass an examination in Indiana history. “He
suggested that this training might lessen the unrest of our young people in trying to imitate the steadfastness
of their pioneer ancestors. In closing he said: ’Historians are coming to the front,’ and called attention to the
important places assigned to them in the late war. He closed with a stirring appeal to all Indianans to cooperate
in the progress of the historical movement. ‘It deserves your honest efforts; dig up the records and help the
work along; know its history, live its history and become a part of this great state.’

New to the Archives Staff

Jennifer Hodge is the Director of Outreach and Education for the Indiana
State Archives. She will be creating educational material for K through 12 that
supports the Indiana Department of Administration educational standards.
These materials can be sent to classrooms or presented at the Archives.
Hodge will be reaching out to other organizations to share the extent and
importance of the collection and how it can be utilized by the interested public.
And will speak and help create, promote, and manage events.
Hodges stated, “I am very excited to share the Archives with the public
and will be looking for ways to inspire people to appreciate and explore the
collection!”

Tape Is Evil
Tape is not the only evil fastener used for paper. Rubber bands can make a mess on paper
when they dry out and stick to the thing they were meant to contain.

This picture shows a rubber band
that ended up between two file
folders for a few years. Before they
dry out they can become gummy
or gooey. This one adhered two
folders together and then pulled the
paper off one folder when they were
separated. This could result in loss
of text or information.

Sometimes we see rubber bands
around papers that are grouped
together. This often results in a
short stack of papers that is curled
too badly to be of use. I have seen
many that are curled in half and
very resistant to being flattened.

As rubber bands age, they
can also stain the pages
they touch.

At the Annual Meeting of the Friends of the
State Archives, April 11, 2017 the members
present approved the appointment of
Noraleen Young as Vice President
President: Stephen Towne
Vice President: Noraleen Young
Secretary: Katherine Dill
Treasurer: Virginia Terpening
Board Members:
Ray Boomhower
Vivian Deno
Alan F. January
Tom Krasean
James W. Merritt, Jr.
Clayton C. Miller
Ruth Nisenshal
Elizabeth Osborn
Matt Pierce
William Schneider
Curt Witcher
Newsletter Editor: Virginia Terpening
Volunteer Coordinator: Barbara Wood

To follow our tweets visit:
http://twitter.com/indianaarchives
Visit us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Indiana-State-Archives/
314341008346 (Indiana-StateArchives)

