
No New Building but . . .
By Stephen Towne, President, Friends of the Indiana State Archives

 You’ve heard the saying: “Close is only good 
in horseshoes.” The Friends came close to winning 
legislative support for a new Indiana State Archives 
building during the last session of the Indiana 
General Assembly. But at the end of the session, we 
failed. Key legislators, working in conference com-
mittee on the state budget bill, decided to ignore our 
calls for action. They omitted language that would 
have insured the safety of the state’s critically im-
portant records for generations to come. 
 Though we failed at this try, we can take com-
fort in several things. First, we significantly raised 
awareness among policy makers to the plight of 
the state’s documentary treasures. Many legislators 
were ignorant of where the State Archives were, 
what kinds of records were at risk, and even what 
state agency had charge over them. (It came to light 
that some legislators believed that the State Ar-
chives were preserved in the bright and shiny down-
town State Museum building!) Once enlightened, 
legislators understood that housing documentary 
treasures in a dangerous warehouse was the height 
of folly. They learned that people cared about this 
issue. They got on board and became supporters of 
our cause. When next we make our case to the Gen-
eral Assembly, we will have several more legislators 
on our side. 
 We put forward our plea to the new Indiana 
governor, Mike Pence, and his staff about address-
ing the State Archives problem. We found people 
interested in moving forward, not just treading 
water, to improve government services for Indiana’s 
citizens. 
 We also developed partnerships with groups 
who share an appreciation for preserving important 

records that document Indiana’s history. Groups 
such as the Indiana Genealogical Society, the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, and the 
American Legion worked with us in the effort. I 
wish to express my profound thanks to them for 
their support. 
 We learned from the experience. We learned 
to build partnerships, remain focused on our goal, 
and be positive. In pressing for a new State Ar-
chives building, we advocated good government 
and thoughtful stewardship. We took encourage-
ment from seeing legislators from different political 
parties work together for a new building, one that 
serves all citizens’ needs. 
 “You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t 
make it drink.” We will continue to work to con-
vince policy-makers to take a refreshing sip from 
the river of wisdom and good government. 
 Thanks to all who wrote to the governor and 
legislators to bring good horse-sense to the halls of 
power.

Summer 2013

The Indiana State Archives building,
formerly an RCA warehouse.
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 The Friends of the 
Indiana State Archives have 
joined other libraries and 
archives utilizing the latest 
social media to stay in touch 
with patrons and supporters.  
 The Friends will post 
updates concerning the State 
Archives and FISA activities 
via Twitter and Facebook. To 
follow our tweets visit http:
//twitter.com/indianaarchives
(indianaarchives) and visit us 
on Facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Indiana-State-Archives/
314341008346 (Indiana-
State-Archives) Many Friends heard about the serious plight of the Georgia State Archives last fall. That archives is 

under the Georgia Secretary of State’s office, an elected office-holder. Faced with budget cuts, the Secretary 
decided effectively to close the Georgia State Archives to the public. Public outcry in that state was widespread, 
forcing the Secretary to establish minimal public hours. Still, cuts remained that reduced staff so drastically as 
to halt patron service and processing of records. 
 Interested groups of Georgia citizens banded together to rectify the situation. In early May, the Georgia 
governor signed a law transferring the Georgia State Archives to the University System of Georgia, the body 
that oversees the state’s public universities, starting July 1. The legislature also unanimously voted to restore 
some, not all, of the funding lost to budget cuts. 
 While restoring funds and putting the Georgia State Archives under more sympathetic leadership, the 
Archives’ effectiveness still is up in the air. When staff can be rehired, patron hours re-established, and normal 
services both to state agencies and the public restored remain to be decided. Nonetheless, the restoration of the 
Georgia State Archives is a testament to the efforts of individuals and groups who seek to uphold good govern-
ment and the common good.

The Latest from Georgia

Summer interns provide needed help

 While processing documents, we’ve found some interesting examples of letterhead. Both of these sam-
ples are from the 1930s.
 The letter from Letz Manufacturing answered an inquiry about purchasing common stock. The company 
was a closed corporation so there was no sale!
 The Anderson Steam Vulcanizer Company (a process for curing rubber) letter was written in 1931 and 
probated in court in 1938. The letter writer noted that a ring he had promised to his son would be cancelled 
because he divorced his wife and moved her and the children away from the city. Interesting personal history in 
the Indiana State Archives collection!

Letterhead from the 1930s

Ava Dickerson is an Archival Studies major at 
Indiana University, Bloomington. She is working on 
digital projects with Vicki Casteel. 

Jared A. Crocker is a History major at IUPUI. He 
is processing meteorological records, US Weather 
Station, Indianapolis
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 Allen County recently became the 41st Indi-
ana county to have its naturalization records added 
to and made available through the Indiana Digital 
Archives. Sixty Nine naturalization books containing 
nearly 19,000 entries and spanning the era from 1844 
to 1930 were indexed as a part of this project.
 “Allen County has the nation’s premier ge-
nealogy library,” said Jim Corridan, Director & State 
Archivist of the Indiana Commission on Public Re-
cords. “Now, with the aid of volunteers, the State of 
Indiana has added access, through the Indiana Digital 
Archives, to thousands of immigrants who became 
citizens in Allen County.”
 The Allen County Naturalization records 
were indexed by Anne L. Rodick. The index was ed-
ited by Kaelynn Hayes and Erica Sgroi. Please note 
that naturalizations in the Ft. Wayne Federal Court 
are not included.
 “Coming to America and starting a new life 
in a land rich in opportunities and dreams assuredly 
constituted exciting and challenging times for our 
immigrant ancestors,” said Curt Witcher, Genealogy 
Center Manager of the Allen County Public Library. 
“Naturalization records are among the prized docu-
ments of this immigrant experience for genealogists 
and local history specialists. This one document type 
ties the immigrant both to the recently departed Old 
World as well as to a location here in the United 
States. Having Allen County’s naturalization records 
indexed and available via the Indiana Digital Ar-
chives is particularly important because early filming 
of these records was often compromised. This access 
will be a boon to researchers.”
 Researchers can view many Indiana county 
naturalization databases along with indices to many 
other popular Indiana State Archives collections at 
indianadigitalarchives.org. The naturalization data-
bases provide great insight into Hoosier immigra-
tion at the county level. Friends of the Indiana State 
Archives volunteers have been hard at work for 
nearly two decades creating indices for many of the 
state’s records. From before statehood in 1816 and 
on through to its approaching bicentennial, Indiana 
has been home to millions of settlers and immigrants. 
The Digital Archives enables Hoosiers and citizens 

worldwide to view the vast collection of historical 
and vital records housed at the State Archives.

About the Indiana Digital Archives
The Indiana Digital Archives is operated by the State 
Archives Division of the Indiana Commission on 
Public Records. The result of a cooperative partner-
ship made possible by a grant from the Library of 
Congress and administered by the Washington State 
Archives, the Digital Archives has more than 2.9 
million searchable records online. Other partners 
include the states of Alaska, Colorado, Idaho, Louisi-
ana, Montana, Nevada, North Carolina, and Oregon. 
The Digital Archives was named a Best State Website 
by “Family Tree Magazine” for the third-consecutive 
year in 2012.

About the Indiana State Archives
The Indiana State Archives collects records of 
historical value from all branches of Indiana state 
and local government, including governmental his-
tory, census and naturalization records for families, 
selected medical, military and criminal records, 
records of land ownership, maps, blueprints and 
photographs. Visit archives.icpr.IN.gov for a detailed 
listing of these resources, including links to online 
exhibits and electronic indices of select records.

Ready! Allen County Naturalization Records
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Tape is Evil

2013-2014  Board of Directors

To follow our tweets visit http://twitter.com/in-
dianaarchives and visit us on Facebook at http://
www.facebook.com/pages/Indiana-State-Ar-
chives/ 314341008346 (Indiana-State-Archives) 
Don’t forget to renew your Friends of the Indi-
ana State Archives membership!
Consider Volunteering at the Indiana State Ar-
chives (volunteers@fisa-in.org)

2013  Board of Directors 
President: Stephen Towne 
Vice President: Virginia Terpening 
Secretary: Katherine Dill
Treasurer: Tom Krasean 
Board Members: 
Ray Boomhower 
Robert L. Gildea 
Jennifer Hershberger
Lloyd Hosman 
Joseph Hovish
Alan F. January 
James W. Merritt, Jr. 
Clayton C. Miller 
Elizabeth Osborn 
Matt Pierce 
William Schneider 
Curt Witcher
Noraleen Young

Newsletter Editor: Virginia Terpening 
Barbara Wood, Volunteer Coordinator

 Here is a petition from 1862 signed by 
Confederate prisoners at Camp Morton in 
Indianapolis.  The prisoners were hoping 
to keep Robert Owen in command at the 
prisoner of war camp because he had been 

more humane towards them than past commanders.  
The document is over 40 feet long but is construct-
ed of a number of pages pasted together. The pasted 
pages make for an unwieldy document. Image if 
they had tape in 1862! We can guarantee the docu-
ment would be stained, brittle and no longer held 
together. We don’t recommend paste but in this case 
it’s better than tape.

 At the Twenty-third Annual Meeting of 
the Friends of the Indiana State Archives, April 9, 
2013, the officers were elected for three year terms. 
Also elected for three year terms are Alan January, 
William Schneider, and Noraleen Young. Elected to 
their first term on the board are Jennifer Hershberg-
er, President of the Board of Directors, Carmel Clay 
Historical Society and local genealogist and Curt 
Witcher, Department Manager for the Historical 
Genealogy Department of the Allen County Public 
Library in Fort Wayne.

Curt Witcher , newly elected to the Board of Direc-
tors was also the keynote speaker at the Friends of 
the Indiana State Archives Annual Meeting.


