
“Bringing the Indiana bicentennial to a successful close by moving forward on the new state archives 
will mean much to the state’s future, including our economy”. This is the title of an Indiana Business Journal 
(February 11, 2017) article written by former Chief Justice, Randall Shepard. He noted that “in addition to 
Holcomb, legislative leaders like Jim Merritt, Luke Kenley and Tim Brown have been willing to spend time 
examining ways to get us across the finish line. I say, ‘Bravo!’ ”    Bravo, indeed! 

It’s Time to Act
Stephen Towne, president of the Friends of the 

State Archives announced to members “It’s time  
to act!.” 

The funding source for the new building is no 
longer available. The new State Archives building  
has already been approved by the General Assembly. 
New funding must be included in this budget.  

Since January 1, there have been five (5) leaks 
in the current warehouse building, including one 
caused by a bullet and one in the roof of a vault 

holding vitally important records. Intolerable! Contact 
your legislator and do it now. The budget will be 
formulated during March. 

Personal messages to legislators are important 
tools.  A polite and well-reasoned message is 
powerful. This web page https://iga.in.gov/
legislative/find-legislators/ will help you identify 
your state legislators.   

 
How many more leaks AND bullets will it  

take to preserve our history!!!

Bravo!

S p r i n g  2 0 1 7

 Annual Meeting on Tuesday, April 11, 2017
More information on page 2

Tom York, volunteer since 2004, recently completed 
processing over 580 cubic feet of dissolved incorporation records 
from the Indiana Secretary of State.  Each packet or file was 
opened, staples removed, and the documents placed in an acid-
free folder.  Tom was assisted by volunteer Jim Davis. Good job, 
Tom!

Companies doing business in Indiana began filing 
incorporation papers with the Indiana Secretary of State in 
1852. Volunteer Ann January is entering information on each 
corporation into a database for online searching.

Tom York, Volunteer
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Annual Meeting on Tuesday, April 11, 2017

Wendy Gamber, the 
Robert F. Byrnes Professor 
in History at Indiana 
University, Bloomington 
is the featured speaker at 
the twenty-seventh Annual 
Meeting of the Friends of 
the Indiana State Archives 
on Tuesday, April 11, at 
the Indiana State Library, 
315 West Ohio Street, 
Indianapolis. 

Gamber teaches courses on American social 
and cultural history and the history of women and 
gender. She is the author of three books, The Female 
Economy: The Millinery and Dressmaking Trades, 
1860-1930; The Boardinghouse in Nineteenth-Century 
America; and, most recently, The Notorious Mrs. 
Clem: Murder and Money in the Gilded Age (Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 2016), which was selected 
as an “Editor’s Choice” by the New York Times Book 
Review. 

Her topic will be the Notorious Mrs. Clem.

A buffet luncheon and brief Friends business meeting will precede the presentation. 
The luncheon and meeting will begin at noon.   

 
The price of the luncheon is $16, payable at the door but you must reserve a lunch in advance.   

 
Please call Barb Wood at 317-313-6561 or e-mail b.wood@att.net by April 6 for reservations.  

Checks should be made payable to FISA. Individuals may attend the talk at no cost.
 

For directions and information about parking, visit the State Library’s website  
at http://www.in.gov/library/ or call toll free 1-866-683-0008.

Come and join in celebrating this year’s accomplishments of the Friends!
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The Indiana State Archives celebrates Indiana Statehood 
Day each December. This year, school children celebrated the 
200th birthday at the State House. Archive volunteers work with 
4th graders to arrange photographs of the five State Houses in 
chronological order.

Students from Mintonye Elementary School, Lafayette,  
play the State House game with Archives volunteer Lisa Murphy.

Statehood Day is always busy. Volunteers Barb Wood,  
Lisa Murphy, Bob Gilyeat, Rick Applegate work with 4th graders.
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Don’t forget to renew your 
Friends of the Indiana State 
Archives membership! 
Consider Volunteering at 
the Indiana State Archives 
(volunteers@fisa-in.org)

To follow our tweets visit http://
twitter.com/indianaarchives 
and visit us on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Indiana-State-Archives/ 
314341008346 (Indiana-State-
Archives)

FISA IN!
Check our new Friends of 
the Indiana State Archives 
Website at https://fisain.
wordpress.com/ and share 
it with your friends and 
potential new volunteers.
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