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Indiana Part of Preserving America’s Digital Heritage
The Indiana State
Archives (www.indianadigit
alarchives.org) is one of ten
states participating in a multistate preservation partnership project. Funded by the
Library of Congress and initiated by the Washington State
Archives and Library, the
project focuses on capturing,
preserving, and providing access to a rich variety of state
and local governmental information. In addition to Indiana
and Washington State other
state partners include Idaho,
Montana, Oregon, Alaska,
Colorado, Louisiana, North
Carolina and Nevada.
As a result of this project a cost-effective interstate
technological archiving system will be established. Vital
records, land ownership and
use documentation, court
records and Web-based state
and local government reports
will be included.
Citizens depend on state
and local government information. Hurricane Katrina
tragically illustrated this
dependency. When Katrina
topped the levees of New
Orleans in 2005, thousands of
people lost their homes, their
livelihoods, and their identities. Birth certificates, mar-

riage licenses and other vital
records for rebuilding lives
washed away in the flood, and
local government was not able
to quickly replace them.
Indiana has made a variety of databases available
online. Most of these databases were created by State
Archives volunteers. Andrew
Frohberg, a graduate student
from Indiana UniversityPurdue University Indianapolis
(IUPUI) is making sure the
Indiana materials are consistent with the Washington State
format. The databases include
the Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Children’s Home, Deaf School
Admission Register, the Boys
School, Mexican War Veterans,
selected Land Records and
Court Records, and County
Naturalization Records (See
page 2 for the complete list).
As of late February, 409,779
of the records prepared by volunteers are online. The other
1,861,966 records are from
the State Library’s collection
of online state government
documents and the Social
Security Death Index, which
the Washington State Archives
includes for each state.
The Civil War muster roll
database will be available in
March. This is exciting news

because of
the general
public’s interest in this
information.
This database
will include
names, regiment, company, when
they mustered
out, and
towns of all
who served
from Indiana
George Jones Civil War
during the
Photograph Collection donated
Civil War. It
to the Indiana State Archives by
will be the most the Georgia Division of Archives
and History.
complete listing
of Civil War soldiers that any state has done.
The Digital Archives
now includes naturalization
records from Marion and
St. Joseph counties and will
soon be hosting information
from the Vincennes land office. Users will also be able to
search through current government publications, thanks
to Kimberly Brown-Harden of
the State Library. These publications will include annual
reports, flyers and other publications that Indiana agencies have made available on
IN.gov.
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Databases at IndianaDigitalArchives.org
Institutional Records
Indiana State Prison South
(Jeffersonville Prison)
Indiana State Prison North
(Michigan City Prison)
Secretary of State Petitions
Indiana Life Prisoners

Julia E Work Training School
Land Records (includes Fort Wayne and
LaPorte-Winnamac offices)
Marion County Court Records
Marion County Wills
Marion County Department of Public Safety
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Children’s Home

Military Records
Book of Merit
Gold Star
Mexican War Veterans
Indiana Veterans Home

County Naturalization Records
Blackford, Dubois, Elkhart, Floyd, Hamilton,
Hancock, Hendricks, Henry, Howard,
Lawrence, Marion, Monroe, Morgan,
Noble, Owen, Pike, Putnam, Randolph,
Ripley, St. Joseph, Starke, Switzerland,
Wayne and Whitley

Miscellaneous Records
1853 Negro and Mulatto Registers (Clark,
Franklin, Orange, Switzerland and Vigo
counties)
Indiana School for the Deaf
Admission Register
1805 Clark County Negro Register

Records contributed by Indiana State
Archives: 409,779
Total records as of November, 2009:
2,271,745

“Archives are at the mercy
of nature”
This was the title of a
piece by Will Higgins that
appeared in the Indianapolis
Star newspaper, October 4,
2009. “Indiana’s state archives, original and irreplaceable paperwork documenting
the people’s business since
before statehood, got rained
on a few weeks ago – for the
third time this year.” “Among
the most treasured documents
are the state constitutions;
the earliest state Supreme
Court cases; John Dillinger’s
prison records; and the contract, from 1964, between the
Indiana State Fair board and
the Beatles.” “The building

that houses them, built nearly
four decades ago by RCA as
a warehouse for eight-track
tapes, has a leaky roof. And
while Indiana’s Department
of Administration has scheduled some patch-up work
in the coming days, people
familiar with the building say
the roof surely will leak again
– as it has for the past decade,
despite repairs.”
The building continues
to leak and Indiana’s history
continues to be at risk. What
can you do? Let your State
Legislators know how you
feel.
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Now is the Time to Act: A message from Stephen E. Towne,
President, Friends of the Indiana State Archives

Bad times are sometimes
good times to act. That’s a
confusing sentence, and it
calls for explanation. The
recent economic recession,
begun three years ago, has
had a bad effect on many
people’s decision-making. The near collapse of
the economy into economic
depression frightened many
people into inactivity. People
who feared economic disaster
stopped making investments
in important improvements in
their lives. They decided not
to buy a new efficient refrigerator, not to spend money to
insulate their attic or buy a
more efficient and safer new
car. While it is always smart

to save money and spend
within our means, people
retrenched so much that they
practically pulled out of the
world. As we all know, this
only made the recession
worse, as, for example, demand for new cars dried up
and factories slowed down or
shut altogether either temporarily or permanently. When
people won’t buy a new refrigerator (even one that costs
less to operate than their old
inefficient behemoths), refrigerator factories slow down,
and factories, warehouses,
and retail stores idle or lay off
their workers. It becomes an
ever-worsening cycle.
Many business people
know, however, that bad
times sometimes contain the
conditions for good business. Factory managers who
want to keep their production lines humming will cut
their rates to attract orders.
Construction contractors will
take on a project to lay a new
concrete sidewalk or dig a
ditch at a cheaper cost. Raw
materials, energy, and labor
costs are often cheaper, as
businesses compete for orders by lowering their rates.
Recently we read in the newspapers that state university
administrators in Indiana plan
to use this period of cheaper
costs to build new classrooms
and laboratories for a fraction
of anticipated costs. These
university leaders see the opportunity that the recession
presented to them, and they
3

are seizing it. As well as buying construction services for
less, the new labs and classrooms will add value to the
lives of the people of Indiana
by producing better-educated
students and new scientific
discoveries and inventions
that will improve lives and
employ people.
I think the leaders of the
State of Indiana, both in the
executive branch and the legislative branch, should follow
the lead of the universities
and invest in new improvements to state infrastructure to
make government faster, better, and cheaper, and improve
the lives of Indiana’s citizens.
One such improvement would
be a new State Archives
building, one that would be
efficient and inexpensive
to heat, cool, and repair. It
makes absolutely no sense to
spend two million dollars to
reroof the warehouse on East
Thirtieth Street in which the
State Archives is “temporarily” housed when that building is so unsafe, insecure, and
totally unsuited to the job. It
makes lots of sense to design
and build a safe, secure, and
efficient new building where
the priceless, irreplaceable
records of state government
can be preserved, protected,
and provided to the citizens of
Indiana. Two million dollars
would be a great down payment on a new State Archives
building.
Now is the time to act.

Friends of the Archives

Chief Justice to speak at Annual Meeting, April 20
The 2010
Annual Meeting
of the Friends of
the Indiana State
Archives will
be held on April
20, 2010 at the
Indiana Medical
History Museum
(3045 W.
Vermont Street,
Indianapolis,
Isaac Blackford
(www.imhm.org).
Chief Justice Randall
T. Shepard will speak about
“Isaac Blackford: New
Discoveries about the Life
of Indiana’s Most Famous

Judge.” Blackford was a
renowned Indiana Supreme
Court Justice who served the
court longer than any other
justice – 12,899 days!
Lunch will be served at
noon. Judge’s Barbeque, a
popular Westside eatery, will
cater the event. The fee is
$15.00, payable at the door.
Please make checks
payable to the Friends of the
Indiana State Archives, Inc.
Reservations are
required. Please contact Connie Rendfeld at
carendfeld@aol.com or 317232-3694 by Friday, April 16.

Tape is Evil
Archive’s conservator, Elizabeth Hague
will contribute helpful hints and tips for family archivists. When we asked her if she would
do this, she was wearing a button that stated
“Tape is Evil”. We’ll call her column that and
this will serve as the first tip!
Elizabeth began her work with the State
Archives as a volunteer. She has been employed in the Archives Conservation Lab
for the last two years. She cleans and repairs
items from the collection and builds custom
storage containers for particular items. She
also monitors the environment conditions for
the collection.
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Consider this reservation
binding since we will order
food based on your reservation.
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From the Collections
Volunteer Sandy Rickets
is currently processing inmate
records and reports of the
Indiana Girls’ School from
1915-1970. The daily report
of each cottage director listing girls under special discipline, the offense, and the
type and length of discipline
is now organized and available to researchers along with
minutes of the Parole Board.
Records of some girls incarcerated from 1945-1970 were
discovered and are currently
being readied for entry into a
database. A detailed finding
aid has been made listing the
contents of 51 boxes along

Events

March 25 to April 16, 2010 in Indianapolis
FREE WORKSHOPS: The SHRAB (State Historic Records Advisory
Board) invites volunteers and professionals to central Indiana to
take part in the second annual Indiana SHRAB Conferences. These
free workshops will provide valuable information to those who work
with and care for historical records. The Indiana SHRAB hopes to
use these conferences to further develop a statewide network of
people committed to preserving Indiana’s documentary heritage.
For more information, go to: www.in.gov/shrab
April 20, 12:00, Friends of the Indiana State Archives Annual
Meeting held at the Indiana Medical History Museum
August 6 & 7, Midwestern Roots 2010, Family History & Genealogy
Conference, Indianapolis, 317-232-1882; www.indianahistory.org/
midwesternroots. Featured speakers include John Philip Colletta,
Ph.D. and Loretto “Lou” Szucs from Ancestry.com.
August 12, Hoosier Heritage Day at the Indiana State Fair.
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with a list of other materials
at the Archives relevant to the
history of the Indiana Girls’
School. The most challenging
part has been organizing it in
a manner that will be convenient for researchers and the
Indiana State Archives’ staff.
This collection includes
a variety of records. Sandy
has found Poultry Reports on
a form from the State Board
of Accounts indicating 510
young “chix”; 170 old “chix”;
and 1 egg! The report also
indicated “killed 100 chickens
for Christmas dinner.” This
report is dated December,
1918.

News from the
Board
The Board of Directors
was saddened at the loss
of long-time volunteer and
Board member, Glenn B.
Mather, MD. Glenn was very
interested in photography
and converted hundreds of
glass-plate negatives taken at
the Central Indiana Hospital
for the Insane (Central State
Hospital) to a digital format.
His last project was the scanning of the Indiana State
Prison mug shot glass negatives.
Richard Newcomer, a
Board member since 2002,
resigned.
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