
Again, 
the Indiana 
State Archives 
website has 
been named to 
Family Tree 
Magazine’s list 
of 75 Best State 
Websites for 
Genealogy in 
2016! The full 

list is at http://www.familytreemagazine.com/
article/75-best-state-genealogy-websites, and 
it appears in the December 2016 issue. 

This list honors the best websites that 
specialize in genealogy research for each of 
the 50 US states. The 75 websites, available 
thanks to state archivists and librarians, 
historical and genealogical societies, 
volunteers and others, represent the go-to 
online destinations for tracing American 
ancestors, state by state.  The Family Tree 
Magazine article will highlight valuable, 
often-overlooked resources for genealogical 
research, and inspire readers to keep searching 
beyond the 75 sites listed. 

Indiana State Archives Building Update

The Indiana Historical Commission planned pageants, 
school activities, community celebrations, and a series 
of historical books to recognize the centennial of Indiana 
statehood. In March, 1916 the Commission signed a 
contract with Robert H. Cass of The Inter-State Historical 
Pictures Corporation to “complete and perfect a scenario, 
produce therefrom an historically accurate file and exhibit 
the same throughout the year 1916 in at least one City or 
Town in each of the 92 counties of the State of Indiana, said 
film to portray historical scenes covering the history of the 
state of Indiana, and in consideration of the endorsement of 
said Commission. . .”

 The photograph of James Whitcomb Riley surrounded by children is 
quite famous but we rarely see what’s really going on. 

We’ve been reporting on the progress of the proposed building for the Indiana State Archives for some 
time. Now, with the transition from the Pence administration to the Holcomb administration there will be  
a review of pending projects and their funding mechanisms. We will work with the new administration to make 
the new structure a reality. Stay tuned!

Best Genealogy site – 
Again!
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Here is “the rest of the story.”

The result was a seven-reel film with 350 scenes narrated by the  
Hoosier Poet, James Whitcomb Riley. The contract specified that the  
film work “. . . shall be in every way high class . . . “ 

Indiana.
1. Title: The State Seal
2. Title:  By Act of Legislature, the Governor was empowered to  

appoint a committee to be known as “The Indiana  
Historical Commission” to arrange for a celebration of 
Indiana’s Centennial. The following was appointed.

3. Title:  Governor Samuel M. Ralston, President
 Title: And the following members;
 Cut in: The names of the committee from left to right
 Title:  James Whitcomb Riley, the “Hoosier Poet,” who has  

revealed the Hoosiers to themselves and to the world.
 Cut in:  “ Children, Listen to the story of Indiana. The first white  

man to traverse our state was La Salle, one of the  
greatest of the explorers of North America.”

One local ad promised 
“Love, War and Adventure” 
The cost was 10 cents for 
children and 25 cents for adults. 
The State Archives has a carbon 
copy of the “script.” From 
reading the script, the “moving 
picture” may have been a series 
of still images run together.

In The Indiana Centennial 
1916, a report published by the 
Historical Commission in 1919, 
Harlow Lindley, editor and 
secretary, Indiana Historical 
Commission stated:

 
Owing to a combination of 
a late start and inclement 
weather, the picture was 
produced under somewhat 
unfavorable circumstances, 
causing some otherwise 
needless imperfections. On the 
whole, however, it presents 
a suitable and commendable 
picture show, suggestive of 
incidents in the historical life  
of Indiana.

Page one of the movie script, part of the Historical Commission 
Collection at the Indiana State Archives
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The Mississippi Valley 
Historical Association request-
ed an “exhibition” of the film at 
their meeting in Chicago, April 
1917. Apparently, there was 
more enthusiasm for the film 
then Mr. Lindley realized.

So, where is that film today? 
Has it been preserved, 

perhaps digitized? 
Unfortunately – no.
Tom Krasean, historian and 
long-time member and board 
member of the Friends of the 
Indiana State Archives relates  
a sad story:

“I joined the staff of 
the Indiana Division of the 
Indiana State Library in 
September 1965 as the first 
Field Representative.  One day 
in 1967 I was exploring the 
State Library upper section and 
discovered a doorway to the 
roof.  Not knowing that one 
was not allowed on the roof, 
due to security reasons by the 
state government, I opened the 
door and went out.  

It was then that I saw a 
structure that was sitting in 
the middle of the roof and 
walked over to see what it was. 
I tried the old iron door and it 
opened. I walked inside and 
noticed that the metal shelves 
were full of old movie cases, 
and on one of the boxes It read 
1916 Centennial Festival.  I 
opened the case with some 
difficulty due to rust, and found 
a large spool of film that was 
completely caked together.  I 
noticed that there were several 
more with the same title but 
was not able to open any of 
them.  

I decided to go back to my 
office and immediately spoke 
to Hazel Hopper, head of the 
Division.  She suspected
what I had found was the 
missing batch of Centennial 
films, but from my description 
she quickly called the State 
Security office. It was only a 
few minutes before someone 
arrived and headed to the roof. 

It was discovered that 
the film was made of nitrate 
cellulose.  Such film was 
highly inflammable and it 
could explode at any time if 
handled improperly. I soon 
learned that the State Police 
carefully removed the boxes, 
and within a day or two, 
soldiers from Camp Atterbury 
took the films back to their 
base and destroyed them.  

Mrs. Hopper thanked 
me for finding the film, but 
suggested I get back to work ... 
and no more exploring!”

The 1916 Centennial Film was stored at the 
State Library.  It seems they lost track of it for a few 
years, probably because it was stored away from 
the main part of the building.  That was probably a 
good thing considering the film stock was cellulose 
nitrate, a chemically unstable concoction that can 
explode. 

Cellulose nitrate film was made with the 
same chemicals as flash paper and gun cotton.  
Surprisingly, it was commonly used for motion 
picture film until 1951 and for x-ray film until 1933.  
As the film deteriorates it eventually turns to dust. 

 It was discovered too late but for many old films, 
freezing the film would help preserve it. 

The description of the shed on the Library 
roof containing the film cans indicates the film was 
doomed from the day it was put there.  I can’t think 
of a hotter place to store the film.  

The airtight can made a micro-climate inside, 
stewing the film in its own gasses and speeding 
up the rate of deterioration.  By the time is was 
discovered it couldn’t have been saved and had to 
be destroyed. Too bad.

Tape is Evil by Elizabeth Hague
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Friends of the State 
Archives Board of 

Directors:
President: 
Stephen Towne 
Vice President: 
Jennifer Hershberger 
Secretary: 
Katherine Dill
Treasurer: 
Virginia Terpening
Board Members: 
Ray Boomhower 
Vivian Deno
Alan F. January 
Tom Krasean
James W. Merritt, Jr. 
Clayton C. Miller 
Ruth Nisenshal
Elizabeth Osborn 
Matt Pierce 
William Schneider 
Curt Witcher
Noraleen Young
Newsletter Editor: 
Virginia Terpening 
Volunteer Coordinator:
Barbara Wood

Don’t forget to renew your 
Friends of the Indiana State 
Archives membership! 
Consider Volunteering at 
the Indiana State Archives 
(volunteers@fisa-in.org)

To follow our tweets visit http://
twitter.com/indianaarchives 
and visit us on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Indiana-State-Archives/ 
314341008346 (Indiana-State-
Archives)

FISA IN!
Check our new Friends of 
the Indiana State Archives 
Website at https://fisain.
wordpress.com/ and share 
it with your friends and 
potential new volunteers.
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